[Pharmacology, an innovative factor in therapeutic research].
As members of the pharmacology training group set up by the committee of pharmacological science of the French Academy of Pharmacy, we examine the situation of pharmacology in drug discovery. Today, it is obvious that by integrating genome sequencing, cellular and molecular biology, and bioinformatics, pharmacology has become a cross-disciplinary science. Pharmacologists must become knowledgeable in a wide range of domains, using the major points in each to direct them towards the discovery and development of new therapeutic agents. It is also clear that pharmacology remains a major factor in the different steps of drug discovery, from the molecular and cellular stages, to clinical and pharmaceutical developments.